I. Introduction
Forest has become one of the major topics in human life since last few decades, when it started to decrease rapidly specially in developing countries. Fig. 1 shows an average annual rate of deforestation in selected developing countries including Sri Lanka. While large scale forest changes are connected with global...level phenomena, medium or small scale changes will contain adverse effects on the wood fuels household, soil and water resources, quality of the rural life and on the wildlife (Yoshino, 1975 ; Woodwell et al., 1983 ; Allen and Barnes, 1985) . For the studies in these fields, "Remote Sensing" is one of the best methods to collect ground information.
Sri Lanka entered the age of satellite data application in National Level Mapping since 1980 with collaboration of Swiss government (Salgadu, 1990) . But some of these mapping projects are still not published and on the other hand preparation of local level detail maps based on satellite data is still a new field of research in Sri Lanka. (Yoshino, 1975) .
Thirty years monthly rainfall and air temperature data were gathered to study the recent tendency in the climate of the study area and its' vicinity.
There were no long term climatological observing stations within the study area, therefore 10 closest stations were selected. Table 1 . Although an increase of green vegetation is seen There are remarkable regional differences in annual rainfall pattern in Sri Lanka. These differences can be recognized very clearly within relatively short distance around the study area (mean annual rainfall of Okkampitiya = 1 ,558 mm., Diyathalawa= 1,587 mm., Upper Ohiya= 2,358 mm., Nuwara Eliya = 1,889 mm.)
as indicated in Fig. 3 .
Three types of identified rainfall trends were analyzed further applying a statistical method, "Semi Aver age" proposed by Pokess (1988) . Analyzed temperature data, field work findings and evidence collected from the villagers of the study area also agreed with these results.
Climatologically it can be clarified and pointed out that deforestation may influence the formation of small convective clouds, which effects the annual rainfall patterns. It is difficult at this stage to estimate the effect of deforestation on annual rainfall quantitatively due to lack of enough data.
VI. Accuracy assessment
Generally, accuracy assessments are highly recommended for thematic maps. The study was mainly concentrated on vegetation and environmental alterations and field works were carried out through two field projects in Sri Lanka. These field researches were planned 
